Discussion Topics for LANG 106 Assessed Discussion (2010-11 Fall)
University life
1. Secondary education is often exam-oriented and so can be limited in exposing students to world knowledge. How can a university undergraduate programme help students develop global perspectives? You may consider courses, activities and environment. 
2. Employers sometimes express regret that university-educated graduates do not live up to their expectations. What do you think the role of a university education is? To what extent should it be oriented to a specific career?  
3. Some students think they have too heavy a workload and so do not have enough free time for personal development and relaxation. Do you agree? What might help to maintain a balanced student life? 

4. There are pros and cons to living in halls. Do you believe that hall life is an essential part of university education? What can students learn from living in halls?

Learning and working with others on campus

5. What factors contribute to an effective team? Why are they important? Have you had any experience of participating in an effective team?

6. In studies or at work, why is it important to be able to work in a team? Have you had any experience of dealing with “difficult” team members? 

7. Does teamwork always “double” the success or simply take up more time? Is teamwork superior to individual effort? What is the point of teamwork?
8. What kinds of conflicts are likely to arise on campus and what might be the causes of these conflicts? Should conflict be avoided as far as possible or could there be a positive side to conflict?
Culture

9. Universities in Hong Kong have become more and more international. In what ways can a multicultural campus equip students with the necessary interpersonal and communication skills needed to be successful in society today?

10. If you have the opportunity to join an exchange programme, what would your expectations be? What do you believe are the benefits of an exchange programme both to the exchange student and to the hosting university?
11. Some say that the world has become a global village and differences between cultures are disappearing. How true is this in a multi-cultural campus such as HKUST? What helps to promote integration of students from different backgrounds?
12. Culture can be described in many ways such as beliefs, way of life, eating etiquette, etc. What different cultures are you aware of?  What might happen when different cultures come into contact with each other? Include both benefits and difficulties.  
