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 Introduction to Latin for Legal Professionals

        (10 CPD Points for completion of the whole course)

    Time:      29th April, 6th, 10th and 13th May, 6:00 – 8:45 p.m.

    Venue:    Hong Kong Central Library, Causeway Bay


Anyone trained in the English legal system will be aware of the abundance of Latin phrases in even the most elementary texts. Many people learn these without understanding the meanings of their constituent parts.


If you would like to know something of the structure of Latin phrases - and at the same time delve into the original meanings of common and less common Latin words (many of which have heirs in modern English) - then our Latin for Legal Professionals course will certainly be of interest to you.


In this ten-hour course, you will be introduced to the basic structures of Latin, and essential vocabulary for a variety of legal contexts, leading to reading extracts from a second-century legal handbook, Gaius’ Institutiones. The course assumes you have absolutely no previous knowledge of any Latin grammar or vocabulary, and starts from first principles. But at the end, you will be able to tackle original sentences written by long-dead native speakers, and understand the structures and meanings of common legal phrases.


In former times, the mere mention of the word ‘Latin’ conjured up images of pupils mindlessly parroting ‘declensions’, or ‘parsing’ complex sentences from irreverent pagan poems. This is not our way!  Our Latin course is a dynamic and exhilarating experience for all participants. If you feel you would like to extend your knowledge of this rich and historic language, do come to join us.

The last two courses were very well received by the participants. Read their comments:

“The content does not meet my expectations. It in fact exceeds my expectations and
  I begin to like Latin.”

“The Professor stimulated us a lot.”  “The course was immense fun.”

“The content covers more than mere explanation of the Latin legal phrases.”

“Very good presentation.”  “Succinct yet easily understood.”

“Outstanding professor.”  “Informative and delivered in interesting ways.”

The course is taught by Professor Gregory James, Director of the Language Center, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology. In his thirty-five-year teaching career, he has taught Latin to students from a wide variety of language backgrounds. Two years ago, Professor James enrolled his teenage son, who until then had been educated in Hong Kong entirely through the medium of Chinese, in a boarding school in England. In preparation for this, during the previous summer, he coached him in Latin “from scratch”. At the end of the year, his son was top of his class, and a prizewinner, in Latin … 

The course has been accredited by the Law Society of Hong Kong.  A total of 10 CPD points will be awarded for completion of the whole course. CPD points will be granted in the following cases, based on a participant’s attendance record:


§ Attendance at Sessions 1 and 2 (29th April and 6th May): 5 CPD points

§ Attendance at Sessions 1, 2 and 3 (29th April, 6th and 10th May): 7.5 CPD points 

§ Attendance at Sessions 1, 2, 3 and 4 (29th April, 6th, 10th and 13th May): 10 CPD points

Further details of the course and application form are given on our website: http://lc.ust.hk/~courses/otr/latin/. If you would like to know more, please call Doris Lee on 23587870 (lcdoris@ust.hk) or Gregory James on 23587878 (lcgjames@ust.hk).
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