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OVERVIEW

The Language Center is pleased to announce the first of a series of student conferences on communication and cultural values: “Connecting the Dots.”  

The Conference aims to promote interaction and discussion among students from different cultural backgrounds who are interested in university, career and life planning, goal setting, and work-life balance.  It also allows students who may want to present academic papers for future conferences to gain authentic experience and solid practice in delivering formal presentations in front of a wide audience of diverse backgrounds.  Contribution of papers is invited from students from all departments and years. 

Invited keynote speakers, HKUST alumni and students of different academic or industry backgrounds will share their experiences and viewpoints, and interact with participants via plenary speeches, presentations, interactive workshops, and a round table discussion.  It is hoped that this meaningful multi-party exchange will inspire students to re-examine their current views on paths one can take to achieve success, and spark off serious self-reflection and earlier career and life planning to increase their chance of success in life.     

DETAILS

Date: 
20 – 21 January 2011
Venue:
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology
Registration Deadline:
14 January 2011
Registration Fee: 

(for HKUST Students)
HK$100 (refundable)
Audience:
Undergraduate and postgraduate students 
Medium:
All events are to be conducted in English

Contact:
conf2011@ust.hk
Registration: 
Conference Registration Form
TOPICS TO BE COVERED
· Life’s Expectations: 
“You have to expect things of yourself before you can fulfill them.”

 – Michael Jordan 
What do you see when you envision yourself in 5 years?  10?  20?  50?  Why?  How are your expectations determined and how are they measured? 
· Goal Setting: 
"A goal properly set is halfway reached." – Abraham Lincoln
Why are goals important?  Why do professors, parents, and mentors constantly hound you about setting goals for the future?  How do you make sure they are specific, measurable, realistic, and timely?
· University Experience 

“It is indeed ironic that we spend our school days yearning to graduate and our remaining days waxing nostalgic about our school days.” -Isabel Waxman
What do you want to get from your university experience? How do you make the most of it to gain a competitive edge? 
· Work-Life Balance: 

“Find a job you love and you'll never work a day in your life.” – Confucius
What role does work play in your everyday life?  Should you live to work or work to live?  How do you determine an acceptable balance for work, play and other responsibilities? 
· Developing and Maintaining Relationships: 
“No road is long with good company.” – Turkish Proverb

How and why do you establish relationships?  How do you know which people to keep and which ones to let go?  What is the trick to building a lasting, meaningful relationship?

· Defining Success: 
"Success is a journey, not a destination." – Arthur Ashe
What is success to you?  Do you have your own definition or is it defined by others?  Is life all about becoming ‘successful’?  Are there any real losers in life? 

TENTATIVE CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
	Time
	                                                     Thursday, 20 January 2011

	9:30 – 10:00


	Registration

Concourse outside Lecture Theater E

	10:00- 10:30
	Dr. Arthur McNeill, Director of Language Center, HKUST

Welcome Speech
Lecture Theater E

	10:30- 11:15
	Plenary speaker: Dr. Lijing Zhu, Global Students & Programs Office, HKUST
Lecture Theater E

	11:15- 11:45
	Tea and Coffee Break 


	11:45- 12:30

	Plenary speaker: Mr. Richard Luk, Former Director of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office, Chengdu 
Lecture Theater E

	12:30- 14:15
	Lunch Break


	14:15- 15:45

	Student Presentations


	
	James Malcom Collison, MSc Finance            

(HKUST)   
Life’s expectations- necessary, but not determinative
Daniel Kam-fai Lau, BSc Computer Science
(HKUST)   
Stand at the top, but always recognize people at the bottom
Katelyn Krajenka, BA Music and Asian Studies
(Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Massachusetts, USA)   
Work vs. play: Have your cake and eat it too
Lecture Theater E
	Wilson Tsz-chun Chan, BBA Finance and Economics 

(HKUST)   

Change starts from YOU 

Sher Lyn Khor, BBA Accounting and Information Systems (HKUST)   
Maximize your potential through the opportunities in the university
Derek Andersen, BSc Civil Engineering
Tiffany Chau, BSc Chemical Engineering 
(Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Massachusetts, USA)   

Work and enjoyment in life 

Lecture Theater F

	15:45- 16:00
	Break 


	16:00-17:30

	Problem Solving Seminar (Game of Life – A Competition)


	
	Group A (Audience participation)
Room 1504 

	Group B (Audience participation)    

Room 1505 


	17:30- 18:45

	Reception


	Time
	                                                     Friday, 21 January 2011


	10:00- 11:15
	Plenary speaker: Mr. Terence Tang, Partner, Enterprise Risk Services, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu CPA Ltd (Shenzhen)
Plenary speaker: Ms. Gloria Luk, Associate Director, Enterprise Risk Services, Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu CPA Ltd (Hong Kong)
Lecture Theater E

	11:15- 11:45
	Tea and Coffee Break 


	11:45- 12:45
	Plenary speaker: Mr. Alan Sun, Assistant Vice President, Property Solutions, Information Systems and Technology, Galaxy Entertainment Group (Macau) 

Lecture Theater E

	12:45- 14:30
	Lunch break


	14:30- 16:00

	Student Presentations


	
	Tony Fun-yan Ting,  BBA Global Business
Katy Ka-kei Choi,  BBA Finance and Marketing (HKUST)
Three years of university education

Keith Jin-deng Chan, BSc Environmental Management and Technology (HKUST)   
‘Work’ out your life

Adetoyese Oyedun, PhD Chemical Engineering (HKUST)   
The dynamics of relationships

Lecture Theater E
	Austin Noto-Moniz, BSc Computer Science 

Yuchen Xu, BSc Mathematics and Electrical and Computer Engineering
(Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Massachusetts, USA)   

University: When opportunity knocks

Charles Jiashen Gou,  BBA Business and Management
(HKUST)
My ‘Cultural Express’ 

Colin Zhihan Ho, BBA Business and Management
(HKUST)
Developing and maintaining relationships  

Lecture Theater F

	16:00- 16:15
	Break 

	16:15- 17:45


	Round Table Discussion 


	
	Facilitator:  Dr. Keith Tong, Associate Director of Language Center,  HKUST
Guest Speakers (HKUST Alumni):

· Mr. Albert Kwun-tai Hui, GREM, GCIH, GCIA, GCFA, CISA, Independent Consultant, Security Systems
· Mr. Gabriel Chi-hang Cheung, Director, Octopus Recruit
· Ms. Gogo Fung-fong Cheng, Regional Client Services Manager, Asia Pacific, Burberry Asia Ltd. 

· Mr. Wayne Pui-por Chau, Director, Creativeline Communications
Lecture Theater E

	17:45- 18:30


	Closing Ceremony

Lecture Theater E

	18:30- 20:30
	Conference Dinner

Chinese Restaurant  G/F


EVENT DESCRIPTIONS 
Plenary Speakers: Join our speakers in discussing the Conference topics.  Each of these individuals will share their insights on their journey to success.  Through listening and asking questions, learn what they did and how it might be able to work for you.
Student Presentations: Listen to your colleagues’ stance on the different Conference topics.  Explore the issues from different cultural, political, and socioeconomic perspectives before finalizing the design of your own road map to success. 
Problem Solving Seminar: Come and play the game of life.  This fun, problem-solving activity will guide you through the various scenarios you may face in the course of your life. 
Round Table Discussion: Come challenge the different speakers’ ideas. Listen as alumni and guests discuss the various Conference topics and identify their beliefs or disbeliefs.
Welcome Reception: Join our colleagues, speakers, and staff in a welcome reception designed to expand your network and help you unwind after a long day of thinking. 
Closing Ceremony: Join us as we show our appreciation to our student presenters and special guests at the close of this two-day event.
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Language Enrichment Activities Programme (LEAP) Task Force:
· Conveners: Jessica Clarkson and Ivan Yung
· Members: Martin Lai, Jessie Lam, Dr. Martha Lam, Liza Yew, Dr. Marshall Yin and Brenda Yuen






















































